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- Chairman Selection Committee to choose site for 1985 FWIC Convention 
in Ontario 1982 & 1983 . 

- Chairman 85th Anniversary Committee 1980-1982 (2 years) . 
- Chairman McKercher Scholarsh ip 1983 , committee member 1981 & 1982. 
- Committee member Finance 1983-1986 (3 years). 
-Committee member International Scholarship 1983- 1986 (J years). 
- Commi ttee member Officers ' Conference 1983-1986 ( 3 years). 
- Committee member FWIO Scholarship 1983-1986 (J years). 
- Commi ttee member McKercher Schol arship 1983- 1986 (J years) . 
-Executive member 1983-1986 (J years) . 
- Committee member FWIO Handbook 1981 & 1982 , 1986 & 1987 (L~ years). 
-Committee member Tweedsmuir History 1980-1986 (6 years) . 
- Committee member Steering <Committee Planni ng FWIC 1985 Convention 

1983-1985 (J years) . 
- Committee member w.r . Hall 1984 & 1985 . 
- FWIO representative to Royal Agricultural Winter Fair Association 

of Canada; el ected Director of RAWF 1981 , 1982 & 1983. 
-Resolutions Convenor 1983-1986 (3 years) . 
- FWIO representative to the Rural Development Outreach Advi sory 

Council , at University of Guelph, 1~81 & 1982. 
- Provided guidance for the FWIO "Quilted Wall-hanging" Bicentenni al 

project , 1983 & 1984. The Presentation to the Province of Ontario 
took place in the Main Legislative Building , Queen ' s Park , Toronto, 
June 11 , 1984 . This is the "Resting Place"for the FWIO Quilted 
Wall-hanging made by the Ontario Women's Institute members. 

- Chairman Centennial Plate Committee 1989-1994. 
1981 FWIO t heme : "The W.I . Working Toward : Barrier Free Co mmunit ies 

f'or the Disabled Per son ". 
1982 FWIO theme : Promote W.I . and Support W.I. Pro jects 

Recruitment Drive : Membership ~o be Increased. 
1983 FWIO theme : "Women Unlimited Potential " 

A packet of up-to-date topics , resources and 
films that convenors could use was mailed to 

each Ontario branch. 
A brief on the Needs of Rural Women was submitted 
t o the Advisor of Rural Women ' s Programs and 
Consumer Services , OMAF, in 1983 . 

Visiting each of the 14 Area Convent ions each year during her term 
as Provincial President , gave her an excellent opportunity to meet 
the members and listen to their needs. Her w.r. column in Home and 
Country , "Between the Lines" appeared in each i ssue of the magazine 
dur i ng her term in Office . The 85th Anniversary of the founding 
of' the w.r. was a great success when more than 1800 W.I. members 
came to the Constellat i on Hotel in Toronto, to hear the guest speaker 
Mrs . Ziny Westerbring-Muller of the Netherlands , ACW\v President , 
give a wonderful address at this spec i al "celebration " , August 12, 1982 . 
In the early 1980's there was about 1200 branches and 26 , 000 members . 

* President Stoney Creek Char ter Women's Institute 1981, 1982 & 198J . 
* Member Ontario Bicentennial Advisor y Commission 1982-1984 . 

continued . . . . . .... . 
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Federated Women's Institutes of Canada : 

- FWIC Senior Board Director 1980-1983 () years) . 
- Member of Adelaide Hunter Headless Homestead Committee 1980- 198J . 
- Member FWIC Nominating Commit tee 1981 . 
- Member FWIC Triennial Competitions 1982-1985 . 
- FWIC Junior Board Director 1984-1986 (3 years) . 
- FWIC Co-chairman for Senior and Junior Board Directors meetings 

June 17 & 18 , 1984 . 
- FWIC voting delegate to the 9th National Convention held at the 

University of New Brunswi ck, Fredericton , New Brunswick , June !J-17, 1982 . 
- FWIC Planning Committee member for ACWW Mini- Conference helc! 

in Winnipeg , Ma~itoba, November 12-14 , 1981 . 
- produced a brochure '' A Day of Discovery ". This was a joint project 

of FWIO , FWIC & Ontario Agricultural Museum 1984 & 1985 . 
- FWI C voting delegate to the 10t h National Conventi on , University of 

Western Ontario , London , Ontario , June 16-20, 1985 . 

Associated Country Women Of the World: 

- 1st Council member from FWIO to AC\VW 1980- 1983. 
- Attended ACWW Council meeting at Sussex University , Sussex , ~ngland 

September 22-25 , 1981 . 
-Attended ACWW Council meeting at Baden-Powell House , London , England, 

July 6-9' 1982 . 
- Attended ACWW Council meeting at University of British Columbia , 

Vancouver , Brit i sh Columbia , Canada, June 20 & 29 , 1983. 
- Leader of the FWIO voting delegat ion to the 17th Triennial Conference 

of the Associated Country Women of the World, in Vancouver , Canada , 
at the University of Bri tish Columbi a , June 19-29 , 1983i and voting 
delegate from FWIO , a Constituent Society of ACWW . 

*Life Member of Elgi n East District Women's Institute May 11 , 1981. 

* Li fe Mernber of The Associated Count ry Women of t he World January 12 , 1976. 

*Life Member of Federated Women ' s Institutes of Ontario October 11 , 1990. 

* Recipient of Ontario Bicentennial Medal and Award of Merit , Dec . 9, 198~ . 

Janet has been ded i cated to the Women's Institute for many years 
and has served :faithfully ''For Home and Country". The support of her 
husband and family has been a tremendous help to her as she carried 
out her many and various duties . 

******************** 

* Advisory Board. Member for the Ontario Farm Women magazine 1984 & 1985 . 

******************** 
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Attracting younger membership to WI a concern 
By Robl'rl W:1y 

Janet !liepleh frowns at the 
suggestion Women's Institute 
isn't keeping up wi th the 
times. It's an oft heard com
ment reported in the media -
bad press some might say -
but to the past-president of 
the Federated Women's In
stitute of Ontario. the infor
mation simply isn't true. 

And as one of Ontario Farm 
Women magazine's five 
female advisors. she hopes to 
set the record straight. mak
ing sure Institute members 
are given fair coverage for 
the many issues and concerns 
brought forth at a r ea 
meetings. 

In her term of office. from 
1!180·83, one of Janet's main 
concerns was the disap
pearance of younger women 
from the W.l:s membership 
rolls. 

Area branches were subse
quently encouraged to ar
range their meetings at more 
convenient times, and a more 
aggressive approach was 
taken to attracting new 
members by picking them up 
for thei r first meeting. 

The results showed up a 
year later. says Janel, when 
a survev showed that l.300 
new members had been at
tracted to join. and even two 
years later, in 1983. another 
spot survey indicated further 
participation. 

··we're trying to keep a 
balance between the younger 
and more middle-aged 
women," notes Janet. "and 
it's working very wel l." 

" Another thmg we're try
ing to change is the archaic 
image of W. l.." she ex
plained. 

With public relations as the 
main topic nf dis~:ussi on at a 
recent W. I. officer's con
ference, Janet encouraged 
participants to take a close 
look at themselves. 

'·Each Women's Institute 
member is really a public 
relations person for the whole 
organization.'' she com-

I 

-Janet Hiepleh 
Past-pres ident 

Women's Institute 

mented. "What each one does 
has an impact on W.L So, it's 
important each member 
remembers this ... and prac
tises it." 

Today. even though the 
past·presidcnt has stepped 
back from 1J1e spoUight., she is 
stiU very much involved in 
both local 1 Kingsmill
l\lapleton brancln. provin· 
cial, and national affairs. 
That's besides helping out on 
the family's 125-acre cash 
crop farm. just north of 
Aylmer, where she keeps the 
records and books for hus
band Keith. 

Besides the countless 
number of local commillees 
upon which she serves. Janet 

is also stiU heavily involved as 
a national director. and 
resolutions convenor. 

In her words. the latter 
position involves "a lot of let
ter writing". But being on top 
of lhc many issues brought 
forU1 through W .I. meetings 
across the province has also 
given Janet a clear 
understanding of the broad 
range of interests for which 
the Institute stands. 

Such subjects as capital 
punishment. wife abuse, 
drugs. and family com
munication were just a few of 
the resolutioos presented for 
review recently across the 
province. 

··Primarily. we're s till an 

educational organization," 
said Janet. "Issues outside 
the farm have to be more 
rounded to enthuse women 
living in the country." 

Rather than center strictly 
on agriculture, the W.I. aims 
toward a much broader spec
trum with its members. says 
.JaneL 

Yet, even with these cur
r-ent lopies to attract support. 
"visibility·· is still very much 
a problem- local chapters 
don't receive the publicity 
they deserve. 

" We need more com
munication with our 
members, so they are much 
more aware of current 
issues." she commented. 

With 26,000 of the organiza
tion's 48,000 Canadian 
members aJone in Ontario. 
it 's not always possible for 
everyone to know what each 
other is doing. 

Hopefully, through Ontario 
Farm Women magazine, 
however, Women's [nstitute 
members will be able lo do 
just that. 

Ontario 
Farm 

Women 
• news 

•features 
• profiles 

See our first 
issue corning 

this fall ! 
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~ast Elgin WI 
~ by Betty Van Patter 
The spring board meeting 

of Elgin East District 
Women's Institute was held 
in the afternoon of March 29 
at Terrace Lodge, Aylmer. 

Madeline Jenkins pre
,sided, assisted by · Secretary 
Grace Blewett .and Treasurer 
'Bernice Taylor. 
. Correspondence included: 
an invitation to Sparta's .Daf
fodil Tea on April 3; a thank
you from Melissa Volekaert, 
winner of the Janet Hiepleh 
scholarship; a letter of appre.:. 
ciation from pa.st board di
rector Eleanor McMillan; 
and a letter from Elgin 
County clerk announcing the 
appointme~t of Mar:ion . 

McKenzie, a member of 
Yarmouth Glen Women's 
Institute, as East Elgin's 
Women's Institute represen
tative to the Elgin County 
Museum. 

Pauline Lindsay, Board 
Director Subdivision 22 
F.W.I.O., gave her report. 
She urged branches to sup
port the Parkbouse Founda-
tion Fund. • 

The ·London Area Con
vention is October 14 in Mt. 
Brydges. 
M~ion . M.cKeozie re

ported ·'fbr the Elgin County 
Pioneer Museum. She an
nounced the Strawberry 'S<r 
cial is Jtme 23. 

'Ibe executive committee 

of the museum includes: 
Clarence Willsey, chairman; 
John Fisher; Marion McKen
zie; Rena Campbell; William 
Haight; Jessie Charlton; 
Jeannie Leacl.l; Eleanor 
McMillan; iJtd Don Vicker
man. 

The next museum commit
tee meeting is April 20 at 
9:30. Branches are urged to 
send their representatives. 

The museum will be hav
ing lemonade Sundays again 
this summer. I have pur
chased a camera from profits 
of the Bingo money 

The Elgin Manor Tea is I 
May 5 with a bake sale and 
May 25 a sale of nearly-new 
clothes for the residents. 

Farm Safety is offering to 
fund 50% to talke a C.P.R. 
course. 

The Treasurer reported on 
the fmancial success of Bus 
Trip to Cullen Gardens. The J 

District donated $250 to the 
Park House Foundation I 
Fund. 

The Program Co-Ordina
tor, Alma Penhale, gave the 
branches materials for 
"Pitch-In" week. 

Plans were made for the I 
District Annual to be held on 
May 5 at Eden Baptist 
Church. The hostesses for 
~ meeting are< Eden and 

gsuuii-Mapleton 
branches. 

Members are reminded of 
the pot-luck noon luncheon 
and to bring their own silver 
and china. 

Registration begins at 9 
a.m. with the meeting start
ing at 9:30. 



Elgin East Women's Institute 
holds annual session in Eden t 

M~dSI~ine Je2klns, left£ ~st pr~sifre~~ hands over the 
gave or the lgm Eas omens ns 1 ute to Betty Van 
Patter, new president, observed by: Paulir:-e lindsay, 
Federated Women's Institute of Ontario director for 
subdivision 22; Eleanor McMillan, Elgin County Rally 

by Betty Van Patter 
The annual meeting of 

Elgin East District Women's 
Institute was held on Wed
nesday, May 5 at Eden Bap
tist Church with Madeleine 
Jenkins presiding assisted by 
Secretary Grace Blewett and 
Treasurer Bernice Taylor. 

Hostesses of this meeting 
were Kingsmiii-Mapleton 
and Eden branches. A warm 
welcome was extended to the 
50 branch members and their 
guests by Irene Anderson of 
the Eden branch. 

The President opened the 
meeting with Institute Ode 
and the Mary Stewart Col
lect. 

District Directors were 
asked to come forward and 
in the memorial service place 
a yellow rose in memory of 
deceased members. 

be in April and it will be 
Drama & Photography. De
tails will be available later. 

The F.W.I.C. trienium will 
be held in June 1994 in 
Truro, Nova Scotia. Char
lotte Johnson, a past 
F.WJ.O. president, is presi
dent-elect 

Valerie Clark, R.O.S. with 
O.M.A.F. spoke on how 
Women's Institute members 
could attract more 4-Hers to 
participate in the WJ. schol
arship. 

She told us 4-H is now for 
10 to 21 year olds, the aver
age age in Elgin is 12.5 years 
and the length of time they 
stay in 4-H is 2.48 years. 

She had handou~ and 
brought to our attention The 
Elgin County Rural Organi
zation Contact List, Elgin 
Rural update and urged us to 

chairman; Margaret Dale, London Area president; and 
Valerie Clark of Ontario Ministry of Agriculture and 
Food. Mrs. Van Patter was installed during the Elgin 
East Institute's annual meeting, held this year on 
Wednesday, May 5 at Eden Baptist Church. 

Greetings were brought 
from London Area President 
Margaret Dale, Oxford Dis
trict President, Tina Zomer, 
and Elgin County Rally 
President, Eleanor McMillan. 

In the afternoon, Mrs. 

Program Co-Ordinator Alma 
Penhale, Resolutions Made
leine Jenkins, Tweedsmuir 
Curator Margaret Craven, 
Ass't Tweedsmuir Curator 
Catherine McDowell, Repre
sentative to Pioneer Mu
seum. Marion McKenzie, 
Auditors Joanne Erickson 
and Donna Penhale, Nomi
nating Commiuee Isabel 
Martin and Mary Pressey. 

Betty Van Patter, 
Madeleine Jenkins and Shir
ley Bechard were imoointC(! 
to ScholarshiT Committee 
and the Dele ateS (o I ;J 

Area Convention are B! 
Van Patter and Audrey 
James. 

Farm Safety Representa-

J 

Penhale read her report and 
had handouts on Ou~tanding 
Programs including: a mem
bers' picture and armchair 
tour of her native Hungary; a 
demonstration of paper 
folding - a flne Japanese Art; 
talk and video given by a 4-
H member who was a privi
leged visitor to United Na
tions; a program on maple 
syrup, including a video and 
maple syrup used in the 
lunch: a first of July cele
bration entertaining families 
and the planting ot:·a tree; a 
progra~n Proud to- be a 
Canadill\;1 and a visit to the 

tive is Shirley Bechard. ~ 
A short business meeting L 

followed. Madeleine rJedk;ins 
will work on an Education 



Margaret Stewart read a 
poem "Time For Everything" 
and Mary Pressey closed this 

· service with prayer. 
Pauline Lindsay, Provin

( -_\a) ~oard Director of Sub-
. _ _.j .Ston #22, Federated 

' ' women's Institute of On
tario, ratified the seven dis
trict directors and one alter
nate district director. All 
branches were represented. 

Bernjce Taylor gave the 
financia.l report. The bus trip 
to Cullen Gardens and mini
ature village was a success. 

Pennies for Friendship 
were well over $400 up from 
the previous year. 

Correspondence included 
a letter regarding the book 
"Silver Thoughts, Golden 
Words and a Nickel Worth 
of Stories" from the collec
tion of Bernice Nobbitt. 

A second letter from 
Y.W.C.A. asking us to nomi
nate an active member to the 
"Women of Distinction". 

Pauline Lindsay gave her 
board director's report. She 
told us the 3-year pilot pro

_ iect with Pass It On is being 
( · ~ontinued and in •its place 

....! subdivisions and/or Dis
tricts will be encouraged to 
organize an educational 
committee and offer semi
nars or workshops relating to 
life skilJs to meet the needs 
in your community. 

Volunteers from each dis
trict are to form an education 
committee with her. 

A new branch has been 
formed in the Kingston Area. 

The Conference '92 in 
Thunder Bay had a surplus 
$12,1 78 and this has been 
dona~ed to the Headquarters 
Fund. 

The Charities Division of 
Revenue Canada Taxation 
has granted extension of 
F.W.I.O.'s charitable status 
to include donations to the 
Headquarters Fund, the His
tory Book: and Conference 
'97. 

She reported that the 

l. '411:1 Winter Fair Women's 
w-ay is November 11. Theme 
for 1993 is "FOOD". 

The wall hangings 'fot'tWe 
Agricultural Museum are to· 
be in July 19. _1 '· 

Next year P.G. & R. will 

j . 
use -Elgin Community Calen
dar which is put out every 
other month. 

Betty Van Patter, P.R.O., 
in her report thanked the 
branch representatives for 
the prompt return of their re
ports. 

She said Women's Insti
tute is an organization for 
personal growth and com
munity action. 

She said branches help 
furnish halls, donate to local 
Food Banks and canvas for 
Heart and Cancer Funds, 
make quilts and fmger pup
pets, spend hours working on 
Aylmer Fair commiUee, 
reach out to their golden age 
members at nursing and 
senior homes, open their ball 
every Saturday in July and 
August for persons far and 
near to enjoy the museums, 
support local schools by 
giving awards and being in
volved in Golden Garbage, a 
community club awards 
project recycling an~ raising 
funds. 

There were 126 members 
in Elgin East. 

Marion McKenzie as El
gin East District reprC?senta
tive to the Elgin County Pio
neer Museum executive 
committee gave her report. 

She told us the museum is 
ably beaded by Direc
tor/curator Deborah Herk
imer, and part-time staff Ar
nold McBay and Sberri 
Howard. Memberships re
main the same at $5 plus 
GST. 

The museum bas been 
invited to assemble a bilin
gual exhibit in the West 
Hallway of the Legislative 
Assembly, representing the 
1890 era, to be on display for 
a 2 month period. 

Recarpeting for the 
"Meeting Room" and stair 
case have been taken under 
consideration. 

farm museum at Port Bruce. committee with the Board 
Shirley Bechard gave a Director and representatives 

Farm Safety report for Elgin of the other two districts. 
County. She is a director of It was decided to have a 
Provincial Farm Safety. bus trip to Cullen Gardens 

The Tweedsmu.ir History and CulJen Barns on June 21. 
report was given by the Cu- The President and Treasurer 
rator, Margaret Craven. Six will be in charge of ar
branches bad programs and rangements. 
displayed their book at a Jean Gooding gave the 
meeting. courtesies. Next year's dis-

Margaret Dale conducted trict annual will be hosted by 
the election and installed the Yarmouth Glen and North 
following officers: Past Yarmouth branch. 
President Madeleine Jenkins, Song leader for the day 1 
President Betty Van Patter, was Shirley Lunn and pianist 
Vice-President Pauline Lind- Marion Irwin. 
say, Secretary Grace The President will have 
Blewett, Treasurer Bernice the District Fall Board 
Taylor, Public Relations Of- Meeting on October 4. time 
ficer Ma?orie Andrews, . and place to be annoqnced. 
coJumns!_.2.3.4 contmue :from prev1ous 

· p~e. 

"Strawberry Social" is 
June 23, 1:30 - 4 p.m. at the 
museum, . cost $3.00. The., 
Scholarship presentation will 
take place on that date. 

, .,~ .A. bountiful .· poq~~ J 
luncheon was enjoyed at . the · 
noon hour . . AJma· Penhale, 
program co-ordinator, intro
duced the head table guests. 
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East Elgin Women's 
Institute winter picnic 

by Marjorie Andrews 
On March 2, 36 Women 's 

Institute members from East 
Elgin district enjoyed a win
ter picnic at Eden Baptist 
Church. Hostesses were 
members of the Eden and 
Calton branches of W.l. 

Fo llowing this W.l. grace, 
all present tucked in to an 
abundant pot-luck meal and 
conversation. 

The past · president, 
Madeleine Jenkins, chair
man, welcomed all present 
and opened with the poem " I 
took the time to say hello to 
someone I didn 't know." 

Members were reminded 
of the spring East Elgin W.I. 
board meeting to be held at 
I :30 p.m., at Terrace Lodge, 
Aylmer, on March 28. 

Also on April 7 , 9:30a.m. 
to 3 p.m., a workshop will be 

he ld at Cent~a)ja to provide 
and promOte leadership. 

The next Elgin W.I. Rally 
meeting will be at I 0:30 a.m. 
at O.M.A.F. offices on April 
12. 

Guests were introduced by 
Mrs. Jenkins, including Betty 
Walther, P.R.O. for London 
area. 

Mrs. Walther urged 
branches to get their orders 
in as soon as possible for 
W.l. supplies they will be 
available at area convention. 

Mrs. Walter closed her 
remarks with the humourous 
reading "Ten Command
ments for Farm Women." 

Dorothy Waite brought 
greetings from Oxford W.l. 
District and closed her re
marks with the poem "God 
gives us a day each morn
ing." 

Regrets were received 
from Jean Le itch, Margaret 
Dale, and Eleanor McMillan. 

A short program followed 
with readings, some humour
ous and some beautiful, 
given by Margaret Stewart 
for Corinth W.I. and Mildred 
Owen and Gracey Purdy for 

1 
Springfield. For Yarmouth 
Glen, a skit in honour of nu
trition month was presented 
by Marion Facey, Shirley 
Bechard, Marilyn Taylor and 
Marjorie Hedger. 

For North Yarmouth, 
Grace Blewett prepared a 
challenging contest on towns 
and W.I. 's in Elgin County. 

The get-together con
cluded with fellowship, re
newed acquaintances and the 
Queen, with Mrs. Walther as 
pianist. 
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Elgin East. District W .1. 
by Marjorie Andrews 

"The International year of 
the familyn was the theme of 
the 82nd District Annual of 
the Elgin East District 
Women's Institute, held at 
St. James Presbyterian 
Church -in North Yarmouth. 

Hostesses were the Yar
mouth Glen and the North 
Yarmouth branches of the 
W.I. 

The meeting began with 
the 40 in attendance singing 
the Institute Ode and repeat
ing the Mary Stewart Collect. 

The president, Mrs. Betty 
Van Patter, was in the chair, 
assisted by the secretary, 
Mrs. Grace Blewett. 

The Reverend Gloria 
Langlois, welcomed the W.J. 
to St. James Church, com
mending the W.l. for its role 
in nurturing, sustaining, and 
educating the family unit. 

A touching memorial 
service for all W.l. members 
deceased in the last year was 
conducted by Muriel Carrel 
with Evelyn Hoshal as pian
ist. 

Mrs. Carrel asked each 
member present to think of a 
deceased member of their 
branch, and of what she did 
and accomplished. 

"1 scan the room but do 
not see your face 

To-day we think of you -
we hear again your voice 

You, who are a part of us 
forever." 

The president of each of 
the 8 branches placed a 
flower in an arrangement 
between 2 lighted candles in 
memory of those departed. 

The district directors or 
alternates of each branch 
were ratified by the' board di
rector of subdivision 22. 
Pauline Lindsay. 

Mrs. Bernice Taylor, 
treasurer, read the financial 
statement for the year, in
cluding pennies for friend 
ship. 

Correspondence, read by 
secretary Mrs. Grace Blewett 
included a letter of thanks for 
the Janet H•eeie•sh scholar
Ship. from the wmner, rrudy. 
Hickson, a graduate of An
nandale H.S., Tillsonburg. 

In her address, the presi
dent, Mrs. Betty Van Patter 
reminded members to use 
their handbooks as a guide. 

Mrs. Van Patter said the 
W.I. is an organization to 
promote personal growth and 
community action, and to 
assist women to become 
more knowledgeable citi
zens. 

Remember today's family 
is tomorrow's future. 

Mrs. Van Patter hoped that 
each member would go home 
thinking they had learned at 
least one thing. 

Mrs. Pauline Lindsay, 
F.W.I.O. Board Director for 
subdivision 22, reported the 
F.W.l.O. board director' s 

visit to the new F.W.I.O. of
fice, io Guelph Township. 

The A.C.W.W. president. 
Valerie Fisher from Austra
lia, will be visiting Canada 
for the first time to attend a 
F.W.I.C. convention in 
Truro, N.S.' in June. 

She will arrive in Ontario 
on Saturday, May 28 and will 
visit the Erland Lee Open 
House 2-4 p.m. 

On May 29 she will be at 
the Adelaide Hoodless Home 
open house 2-4 p.m. 

A busy time is coming up 
with the official opening of 
the F.W.I.O office near 
Guelph on August 21. A lso, 
Centennial 1997 Plate has 
been unveiled and ordered 
plates will be shipped in 
early June. 

The entries to the centen
nial song competition must 
be received by November 30. 
1994. 

There is a quilt competi
tion, and also a coffee table 
book is being published in 
honour of centennial. More 
pictures and artifacts are 
needed. 

Branches are invited to 
make a quilted wall hanging 
to include the W.I. insignia 
for the country quilt fest at 
the Agricultural Museum at 
Milton from August 12to 21. 

T here is concern about 
possible closure of this mu
seum. Although the outcome 
looks hopeful, members are 

~ed. June 1 , 1994-
Aylmer .i!.xpress 

b:lgin ~ast Uistric:t w.r. holds annual meeting 

holds an:nual meeting 
urged to write individual 
handwritten letters to support 
keeping it open. 

Address letters to Mr. 
Lindsay Barfoot, Price Wa
terhouse. Canada Trust Cen
tre, 55 King St. W., 9th 
Floor, Kitchener, N2G 4WJ. 

A lively sing song wa~ 
enjoyed with Jean Phoenix at 
the piano and Evelyn Hoshal 
as song leader. 

Valerie C lark, Rural 
' Community Advisor, with 
the Ministry of Agriculture 
and Food and Rural Affairs, 
spoke of her duties 10 pro
vide a leadership voice for 
agricultural and rural affairs. 

Valerie works . with many 
community groups such as 4-
H, violence against women 
and violence in sports. 

Valerie spoke of the video 
"Fear on the Farm" and the 
necessity of everyone 
becoming involved in solv
ing this problem of violence. 

Isabel Martin on behalf of 
the nominating committee, 
herself and Mary Pressey, 
presented the nominating re
port for Elgin East District 
W. l. for 1994-95. 

Margaret Dale, London 
Area President, brought 
greetings from the area and 
installed the district officers 
as follows: 

Past President, Madeleine 
Jenkins; President, Berry 
Van Patter, First Vice-Presi
dent , Pauline Lindsay; Secre-

tary, Grace Blewett: Treas
urer, Bernice Taylor: Public 
Relations Officer. Marjorie 
Andrews; Program Co-ordi
nator, Alma Penhale; Reso
lutions Convenor. Mad'Ciciiie 
Jenkins; Tweedsmuir History 
Director. Margaret Craven; 
Assistant Tweedsmuir Cura
tors, Evelyn Hoshal and Ca
therine McDowell; Museum 
Representative, Marion 
M~Kenzie; Farm Safety, 
Sh1rley Bechard; Auditor, 
Joanne Erickson; Assistant 
Auditor, Donna Penhale· 
Nominating· Committee. Isa: 
bel Martin and Mary Pressey; 
Scholarship Committee, 
Betty Van Patter, Madeleine 
Jenkins and Shirley Bechard. 

· Mrs. Dale spoke of our 
need to conserve water as 
part of our concern for the 
International year of the 
family. 

Following the W.I. Grace, 

a bount iful pot luck meal was 
enjoyed. 

Madeleine Jenkins on be-
alf of the education advi

sory committee, o erse • 
Pauline Lindsay, and Eleanor 
McMillan, reported 108 at
tended T-shin magic course. 
Stencilling was most popular 
choice for next time. 

New business included 
Bernice Taylor's financial 
report. Pennies for friendship 
totalled $354.19. 

The courtesies for the day 
were g iven by Margaret 
Stewart from Corinth W.l. 

The Corinth W.I. and the 
Springfield W .l will be host
esses for the E lgin Eas t Dis
trict Annual at Reorganized 
Church of Latter Day Saints, 
Corinth. 

The Elgin E. Fall Board 
Meeting will be held at Ter
race Lodge, Aylmer, October 
3, 1:30 p.m. 



, October 19, 1994-AYLMER EXPR-ESS-

Elgin East WI 
board meeting 

by Marjorie Andrews 
President Betty Van Pat

ter, chaired the Elgin East 
District Women's Institute 
fall board meeting Monday, 
October 5, at Terrace Lodge, 
Aylmer, welcoming all pre
sent, and opened with the 
poem "October." 

The provincial board di
rector for sub #22, Pauline 
Lindsay, brought greetings 
from the FWIO, and gave a 
first-hand account of the of
ficial opening of the new 
FWIO office in Guelph 
Township on August 21, 
with photos. 

Big things are coming for 
the FWIO with the centennial 
in 1997. 

Qistrict past president 
Madeleine Jenkins presented 
Mrs. Lindsay with a gift of 
appreciation for all her time, 
effort, and skill in serving as 
provincial board director sub 
#22. 

Reports were given by 
Marion McKenzie about the 
Elgin Co. Pioneer Museum. 
The curator now works 35 
hours a week and Sherri 
Howard works 14 hours per 
week. 

Volunteers are needed for 
varied jobs at the museum. 

A committee of curators 
Deborah Herkimer, Alma 
Penhale, Mary Durkin, Ber
tha Vickerman and Dorothy 
Van Palter has been ap
pointed to plan the redecorat
ing of the museum. 

District program co-ordi
nator Alma Penhale urged 
members to get their monthly 
program report in promptly 
to their branch program co
ordinator. Marjorie Andrews, 
public relations officer, 
questioned volunteer hours 
reported in WI work. 

President Van Patter said 
each member should enter 

volunteer WI hours every 
day, including meetings, 
meeting planning, travel time 
and writing up meetings. 

Rally president Eleanor 
McMillan was unable to be 
present but sent a report. 

The Elgin WI Rally social 
evening was held October 18 
at Yarmouth Centre Church. 

The Elgin WI Rally Farm 
Safety Po~er awards are to 
be presented at 2:30 p.m. 
November 5 at the OMAF 
office. Yarmouth Firemen 
will give a presentation. 

Ammie Lunn was the 
1994 WI scholarship winner. 

Tweedsmuir Curator, 
Margaret Craven spoke of 
the Tweedsmuir works·hop 
held in August at Komoka. 
She had an interesting day 
touring an old railway station 
museum and seeing a display 
of bridal gowns, quilts and 
house logs. 

The district annual will be 
held at the Reorganized 
Church of Latter Day Saints 
on May 9, 1995. 

It was decided to try 
something new and hold the 
district annual in the after
noon only, commencing 'at 
1:15 p.m. 

Springfield WI, with only 
six members, is busy prepar
ing a History of Springfield, 
which they hope to complete 
by Springfield 's centennial. 

Delegate to area conven
tion from Elgin East district 
is Betty Van Patter, with 
Grace Blewett as alternate. 

The next board meeting of 
the Elgin East District WI 
will be held at 1 :30 p.m., 
March 27, 1995, at Terrace 
Lodge, Aylmer. 

VVinter picnic for Elgin 
East VVI is on February 22. 

Meeting adjourned. 



April 12, 1995-AYLMER EXPfttS$-1 

Elgin East District WI spring 
by Marjorie Andrews Also remember the work- donated to " Women Feed I 

The Elgin East District shop at Coldstream, 9:30 The World" and "Water For 
Women's Institute meeting · a.m. to 3:30p.m., on April 6, All." 
was heid on March 27, at with the theme "At Your Re- Shirley Bechard reported 
Terrace Lodge, and opened quest." for Farm Safety that the 
w.ith the president, Betty van The Past Board Director, Provincial Farm Safety 
Patter, welcome to all in subdivision 22, Pauline theme is "Child Safety on the 
attendance. Lindsay, was commended on Farm." 

The secretary, Grace her work and congratulated New " Bernie and the Cat" 
Blewett, read the minutes of on her appointments as sec- child farm safety posters and 
the fall board meeting and ond vice c~airman of the stickers have been printed. 
the winter .picnic. London Area Convention of There will be another Kids 

The Roir Call, a sugges- the WI. She is also chairman Safe Camp Day on July 5 in 
tion for a district project in of Erland Lee Museum Lyons, at South Dorchester 
June to raise funds for FWJO Board for the next two years. Volunteer Fire Department 
Board office, brought the The new FWJO Board Di- Hall. 
idea of selling 50 more Envi- rector for subdivision 22, Public Relations Officer, 
ronmentally Friendly books from Oxford South District Marjorie And.rews, reminded 
to be distributed to branches WI, Margaret Armstrong, members that every WI 
at the District;Annual. was welcomed to the meet- member is a Public Relations 

The treasurer, Be_rniece ing, by the president. Offic~r. 
Taylor, gave a financtal re- Mrs. Armstrong brought Toot our own hom - we 
port. / . greetings from the FWIO, are too modest. Show enthu-

Corresponde e mcluded urging those present to sup- siasm, be active, wear your 
letters of tha s from Pauline pOrt WI organizations, give WI badge, and smile. 
Lindsay ~ her retireme~t WI gifts to special speakers, The reported volunteer 
gift, fro Leanne B~ldwm / !trive to promote the WI, and hours in 1993-94, given by 
for the Janet Hte le encourage candidates for WI members of the FWIO, were 
scholarshi , and from Ja t scholarships. over half a million. 
Hie le herself, in a re- Wl members should stress About resolutions, 
ciatio o er enjoyme/lt in reduction of waste and man- Madeleine Jenkins voiced 
attending the awardi:t&f'of the agement of pesticides. concern that the guilty got 
scholarship. . A new WI tea rose has off punishment for crimes on 

Members wer' remmded been developed in honour of grounds of intoxication. 
of the T -shitrt Yorkshop, at the 1997 centennial, a pale The T -shirt stencilling 
the Ay,lmer Ba ist Church at pink flower. By 1997, 4,000 class arranged by Mrs. Jenk-
12:30 p.m., March 30. roses should be available for ins was enjoyed by over 20 
Appreciatior to Madeleine planting. participants at the Aylmer 
Jenkms for makmg arrange- Money left over from Baptist Church on the after-
~me2ts. ACWW conference has been noon of March 30. 

-~boardmeetiDg 
The nominating committee 

of Isabel Martin and Mary 
Pressey reported they are 
working on officers for the 
coming year. 

Plans were discussed for 
the Elgin East District An
nual on May 9 at the Reor-

·ganized Church . Qf Latter 
Day Saints, Corinth: - :. ·. . 

Registration is _at · . .1"2:45 
p.m., with meetit:tg ·i<i , begin 
at I : 15 p.m. -· .... -· -: . 

Please bring your own J 
mug for tea break. 



East Elgin WI spring board 
stresses volunteer hours 
BY MARJORIE ANDREWS 

The Elgin East District Wo.m
en's Institute spring board 
meeting held Aprill at Terrace 
Lod~ was chaired by District 
President Betty Van Patter, who 
welcomed all present and 
opened with the poem April 

Due to the unavoidable ab
sence of secretary Grace 
Blewett, Shirley Bechard acted 
as secretary. 

All seven East @gin branches· 
had members in attendance arid 
the roll call was answered by 
the district director (or alter
nate) of ea9l branch with a sug
gestion for the theme of the 
1996 district annual on May 8. 

District treasurer Bernice 
Taylor gave the financial report 

Each branch is reminded to 
send in its donations report to 
Mrs. Taylor. 

Correspondence, read by 
Mrs. Bechard, included a letter 
of thanks from the· ane · 

u an . 
A letter from Doreen Pearce 

of Winchester, England, 5aid 
she would be in StThomas Oct. 
8-10 and would be willing to 
speak to a WI group. It is hoped 
Mrs. Pearce will speak at the El
gin WI Rally social evening Oct. 
8. 

Elgin WI Rally Will be host
ing the London Area Conven
tion at St. Anne's on Oct. 24. 
El ·n EWI District asked b 
A~er Fair Board to help wi~ 
prizes for the safety Poster Con
test. It was moved to meet this 
request. 

The provincial board director 
of Sub. 22, Margaret Armstrong, 
brought greetings and best 
wishes, with a report of the 
most recent FWIO board direc
tors meeting. 

Mrs. Armstrong stressed 
keeping track of our volunteer 
hours, which gives credit to the 
WI. Also, if your branch needs 
one of the three exhibit display 
boards available at OMAFRA, 
Guelph, get your name in early. 
Now the borrower has to pay 

the cost of returning them to 
Guelph. 

Note that the Tweedsmuir 
History book does not belong to 
the Tweedsmuir History con
vener in the event of a branch 
closing. 

Centennial WI awards may 
be awarded to someone who 
has done a lot for the branch. 

SPEOAL PROGRAM 
A special centennial program 

has been sent to each WI bran.ch 
to be used for a m~ting on Feb. 
19, 1997. It is hoped this date 
could concur with the Elgin 
East District Wmter Picnic. 

Centennial plates are still 
available and the fashion book, 
A Century of Fashion. 

A rural heritage preservation 
committee has been formed to 
try to save the Ontario Agricul
tural Museum at Milton. 

Ag. Care hopes farmers wilJ 
install an emergency tube on 
their main transformer pole 
telling location of water supply 
and storage of dangerous chem
icals. People from many coun
tries visited the WI booth at the 
Royal Wmter Fair. 

The ACWW convention 1998 
will be in South Africa. The 
FWlC Bob the Beaver project is 
in need of donations. Many 
squares have been knitted and 
sent to Zambia. 

Women are reminded to re
member breast screerling. 

Also, WI is urged to promote 
ethanoL 

Remember Ridgetown's Safe 
and Healthy Communities pro
motional days, July 12-14. 

And remember that the.WI is 
now a big, big business and the 
board directors are needed to 
keep us in contact with what is 
going on at the FWIO board of
fice. 

The Elgin Pioneer Museum 
report was prepared by Marion 
McKenzie and read by Alma 
Penhale. It regretted the elimi
nation of support by city coun
cil. The second floor of museum 
has been freshly painted arid re
pairs to exterior of museum will 
be made in better weather. 

Executive committee request 
cheques for museum member
ship made out to museum be 
sent directly to County, c/o Lin
da Shewfelt, 450 Sunset Dr., St 
Thomas, NSR 5Vl . 

Shirley Bechard, secre-
tary / treasurer of Elgin Farm 
Safety Association, announced 
three children's day camps 
(ages 7-11) for farm safety on Ju
ly 3 at Lyons, on July 27 at Shed
den, and on Aug. 17 at Dutton. 

Brief reports were received 
from Ms Penhale, program co
ordinator, from PRO Marjorie 
Andrews, from Betty Van Patter 
re: anet Hi leh Scholarshi 
(con 

eme re: resolu-
tions and the scarf workshop 
and from rally president 
Pauline Lindsay. 

WRITE 
WI members are urged to 

write a letter to the mayor of St. 
Thomas objecting to dosing of 
courts in St. Thomas. 

Evelyn Hoshal, the district 
Tweedsmuir history convener, 
noted that the London Area 
Tweedsmuir History Workshop 
will be held at 9:30a.m. on Aug. 
13 at the Wallacetown Commu
nity Centre. Bring brown bag 
lunch and coffee mug. All inter
ested are welcome. 

The n·ominating committee 
of Isabel Martin and Sylvia Cer
na are busy filJing the district of
fices. PRO folders and Literature 
were distributed to the PROs of 
each of the seven branches and 
each branch is requested to 
send $& to district annual to 
cover cost. 

The 84th @gin East District 
Annual to be held at Sparta 
United Church at 1 p.m. on "May 
8 was planned. Please bring 
your own mug. 

Would you like a bus trip to 
the Erland Lee Home during 
the summer?- the Lee June 22, 
23; the quilt and craft show, 
Aug. 17; Pioneer Days, Sept. 24, 
25; Harvest Festival Luncheons. 

Fifty additional Environmen
tally Friendly books are avail
able. 



St. Thomas Ttmes--Journal, Wednesday, October 23, 1996-

lostitute abroad 
is shBred here 
FoR THE T !MES-}Ol iR,'\AL 

The El~ Coun~ Women's 
Institute ally he a social 
evening recently with Doreen 
Pearce, a member of Twyford 
institute near Winchester in the 
County of Hampshire, as spe
cial guest and speaker for the 
evening. • 

She told us of her village ?f 
1,200 with its school of1861 still 
in use with some moderniza
tions. They have a post ?ffice, 
grocery store, petrol station, a 
Church a.nd two pubs. The 
branch of which she is a mem
ber was formed in 1917. 

As there was high regard for 
social class in those times, the 
vicar's wife was the first presi
dent of their women's institute. 
They have approximately 10 in
stitutes in their district and no 
institute more than six miles 
apart. England and Wales has 
more than 213,000 members. 

Their subscription is divided 
three ways, half for their own 
Lnstitute and a quarter to each 
the county and national. Their 
meetings commence by singing 
Jerusalem. 

Their resolutions made at the 
grass-roots level go. on to na~ 
tiona! and can pass or not pass 
at local, but can be voted on dif
ferently at national level. 

Their institutes, under the 
Voluntary County Organizer 
(VOCs) organize courses for the 
members. These might include 
computer skills, the art of mon
ey management, highlighting 

new diseases, food technology 
and handling of food courses as 
well as microwave cookery. 

Their institute encourages 
women to speak out in public 
and they have public speaking 
courses. Their own college 
called Denkam college offers 
courses in garden design, bicy
cle maintenance, money man
agement and writing cour~e 
which our speaker was a partic
ipant in. 

Grace Campbell expressed 
appreciation to Mrs. Pearce and 
presented her with a gift. 

Pauline Lindsay welcomed 
members from east and west El
gin .A bounteous pot-luck meaL 
was enjo~ed at Sl fiames Pres
b.Yterianhurch ha hosted by 
Kingsmill-Mapleton and 
Yarmouth Glen branches. 

The next Rally meeting is 
Nov. 2, at 1:30 p.m. at Yarmouth 
fireball. At 2:30 p.m. the Farm 
Safety Awards will be presented 
to the competition winners and 
a fire prevention officer will be 
guest speaker. 

We were reminded of Lon
don Area Convention at St. An
ne's Centre Oct. 24. Branches 
are asked to bring two dozen 
muffins. 

If enough interest is shown 
in the Centennial Celebration at 
Hamilton, Ont., in June of 1997, 
a bus could be chartered for this 
event. 

A sing time led by E. McMil
lan and ]. Phoenix highlighted 
The Centennial Song. 0 Canada 
closed a successful evening. 



WI prepares 
lor centennial 

Bv M ARJORIE ANDREWS ..1..22.?o~al Mint selected as this yea~'s subject 
What were the thoughts and na.>ds of tts centen_ary -m~dal. T_hts medal 

and dreams of the women who gathered features ~ dest~n deptchng five women 
at Squires' Hall in Stoney Creek on Feb. representing ~ifferent aspects of the ~I 
19 1897? - a symbolic portrayal of the WI s 

in th~ fall of 1896, Erland Lee of history fr~m its founding in Stone~ 
Stoney Cleek, attended a meeting of the Creek! 1 00_ years. ago, to ~he. we I 
Farmers' Experimental Union at the establisheduntemat:JOnal O%amzati~>n of 
Ontario Agricultural College in Guelph. today,_ n~w the .largest mternahonal 
He heard a stirring address by Adelaide orgamzation _ of rural women and 

dl f H ·1 Sh homemakers m the world. 
Hunter Hoo css o amt ton. e E t EJ , Di tri t WI ·n b · -15 spoke of the tragic death· of her 14- as . ~n s c _w1 egm 1 

month-old son and several other babies celebr~tiOn :of the lOOt_h btrthday ~f the 
h d"ed f d · k" foundmg of the WI wtth a gathenng of 

w o . 1 !0 m nn m~ raw Elgin East District W I branches on Feb. 
contammatcdm1lk.Shealsospo eofthe 19, at noon, at the Mapleton Church of 
need to better educate gtrls and women Chr. t Di ; les 
· I 0 t · Hoodl ted an 15 sc.p · ~n ~a- n a no. ess accep Hostcsses·are the Kingsmill-Mapleton 
mvt~hon _from Lee to speak at th: branch of the WI which is also 
La.d~es Ntght at Saltfl~t Far~ers celebrating the 90th anniversary of its 
Institute. In the followmg ~mt:y founding. Any community woman 
February week, Erland Lee and hts wtfe interested is invited to join the 
janet, ~veiled th~ toads of Saltflcet celebration which will begin with a pot 
Townsh_tp encouragmg ':"'omen to atten? luck lunch featuring a typical menu of 
a m:etmg the followmg week._ Thts the day - i.e. sandwiches, beef or 
meetm~ on Feb. 19, 1897, resulted m the chicken or egg or watercress and 1 
formation of the first branch of the cucumber butterm ilk biscuits with 
Women's Institute in all the world. 101 strawberry jam, Johnny cake and maple 1 
women attended. . syrup and ginger bread and w hipped 

The WI mo~ement grew steadily from cream, served if possible on dishes of 
one c?mrnumty to another, throughout that period. Please bring your own 
Ontano, and from Ontano, from one cutle ry, dishes and cup. 
province of Canada to another. On Feb. 19 Women's Institute 

The Federated Women's Institute of members arou~d the world will 
Ontario (FWIO) and the Federated celebrate the ccntermial of the formation 
Women's Institute of Canada (FWIC) of that first branch of the Wl in Stoney 
were both founded in 1919. To further Creek, all us ing a common program. 
relations at the international level, the There in Elgin County we salute all the 
associated Country Women bfthe World remarkably brave and wise pioneer 
(ACWW) was founded in 1930. To meet women who have paved the way for the 
the needs of the younger women in rural women of today. We look forward to 
Ontario, the Junior Women's Institute future women of vision to carry on the 
was organized in 1915. needs and dreams of the women of 1897. 

Now on the brink of the celebration of The committee responsible for the 
the WI centennial, members are excited planning of the Elgin East District WI 
that a special Women's Institute rose has centennial celebration is comprised of: 
been propagated. There is a FWIO tartan Betty Van Patter, president of Elgin East 
registered by the Scottish Tartan District WI; Grace Blewett, secretary; 
Authority in Pitlochry, Scotland. Also Sylvia Cerna, program co-ordinator; 
there is a WI jingle on radio stations and Gerry jenken, president of Kingsmill
a special Wl medal s truck by the British Mapleton WI 
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WI Centennial Song 

It's a hundred years since 
Adelaide Heedless was convinced 
That mil k should be pasteurized. 
Then Janet and Erland Lee 
Found it easy to see 
That women should organize 

For Mrs . Heedless knew 
That informed women grew, 
So they did mobilize, 
Hundred and one women came 
And thi ngs were ne're the same, 
For they formed the WI's . 

So this idea spread, 
Round the world it shed 
its light. Things modernized. 
Then women's homes improved, 
And country ' s laws were moved, 
Their knowledge exercised. 

To encourage, help and share, 
Build a better world with care 
is the work of the WI's. 
Now a hundred years young, 
Still there's work to be done, 
Women' s lives to be vitalized. 

No~1 it's time to celebrate: 
Achievements commemorate 
With honour and wi th pride, 
The Centennial salute 
of the \·Jomen' s Institute . 
Women of the world , Arise! 

.. 

• 

Words and music by Marie F. Harris 
October 1994 
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DOWNSTAIRS IN THE FELLOWSHIP HALL 

• 
Hostess : Kinasmill-Mapleton branch 

at Mapleton Churc h of Ch r ist Di scioles 

Welcome: Betty Van Patter 

Ode . Mary Stewart Collect 
• 

Grace : Sylvia Cerna 
... 

,. 
.; 

• Smoraasbord luncheon 
'-' .. 

Introduction of head table quests ~-. .; 
~ 

Gree'tinas · from: ,.. 
Ki nasmi ll-Mapl eton W. l . Gerry Jenkin I 

Chairman of Church Board Jim ThomPson it ~ 

Reeve of south Dorchester John Wi lso n 
• , 

~d Dir. Sub . 22 , FWIO W11 la Johnston 

co l lection - Kinasmi ll-Maoleton Wome n ' s Institute 

Intermission 1!::> minutes 

.. 

, 

• UPSTAIRS IN THE SANCTUARY 

Motto - Joan Mansell 
- Celebrate the Past, Chal lenae th e Future 

Roll Call - What Have 1 accomplished with a 
Women's I nstitute Li feski ll~ 
one from eadh branch 

Centennia l Sona - Piano - EGther HumPhrev 
- Sona - Jean Phoenix 

Proqram - Liahtina of candle - Betty Van Patt er 

Oriainal minutes - Grace Blewett 

lntormation - Betty Van ~atter 

The Women's Institute . . .. Do you know thatr 

Person 1 Betty Van Patter 

Person 2 Gerry Jenkin 

Persons 3-12 Elain branches takina oart 

Calton , corinth, Kinqsmill-Mapleton, North Yarmou1 
Sparta Sorosis , Sprinafield, Yarmouth Glen 

Recoanitions - Bernice Tavlor 

Courtesies - Grace Blewett 

Queen -

Announcements - I n PellowshiP Hal l to celebrate 

Kinosmill-Maoleton's 90th Anniversary 

.. 

,.. . . . 
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